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oe “tee oe 7 THE. COUNSELLOR TO THE PRESIDENT 
ee ——— _—. THE DIRECTOR OP CENTRAL INTELLIGENCE 


_~=r THE-CHIEF OF STAFF TO THE PRESIDENT 
THE DEPUTY CHIEF OF STAFF TO THE PRESIDENT 
——~ THE CHATRMAN , JOINT CHIEFS OF Paaee 


. National Security Planning Group Meeting 


The President will chair a meeti 
~ January..7, 1982, :from_3:30 to 4:30 p.m. in the Situation Room 
———--5F the White Hotse. Theré will be one “agenda item: Pighter 

Aircraft Sales to. ‘Taiwan. 


ng of the NSPG on Thursday, 
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, Fachsrounds _For the past ten months, State, Defense, the 
oo and the Intelligence Community have studied Carefully 

“tne question Of what type of #ircraft should be provided to 

Taiwan in order to replace the Spproximately 140 older 

“rr @§eerate noy in the Taiwan inventory which will need to be. 
vetired from service in the next tew years. . . 
During this period, there haz been intense interest in tne 

~~. “pex* issue, in the Congress, in political Circles, among 
the American Public, and among other nations, both those 
ct directly concerned ‘ana those, such as U.S. allies, who have 
"In. followed camifications of tnis issue closely and who are 


“Tony Waiting to see what the final U.S. decision will be. 


Prom the outset of our consideration of this tasue, and even 
ioc detore, Gucing the Previous Administration, the People's 
, Republic of China has voiced its Strong Opposition to the 
Provision of an advanced aircraft to Taiwan by the U.S. 
"= China’, longstanding position is-that all U.S. military —~ Ys 
— Bales to Taiwan infringe PRC Sovereignty and it therefore i 

~ "Opposes all such Sales. In practice, however, it has 

tolerated thea. as — se cers ms 


The question of an advancea, F-x aircraft, however, has 
essuned a high Gegree of symbolism for seijing, and it has 
_ dssved Clear -and direce Warnings, throughout che Past ten 
“= Months, that it wit) downgrade relations. with the U.S. if : 
% the 0.8. proceeds with the sale. During the pertog in which et ay 
“" Chis issue has gone unresolvea, the Chincse have demanded yee 4 
“Tw th incréasing Specificity ano Stridency thst the U.S. 
 ©@RS@ all-arns Sales to Taiwan, . The. fasue nog threatens” to 
“7; Cause &@ ctpture: in US-China relations. at-a tine ot major 
we eres: WS-Goviet ‘confrontation elsewnere. Se eee et 
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Convdrsely, on Taiwan, the issue of whethes the u.s. 


provides Taiwan wath 
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an advanced sircratt Ras also become a. 


Batter of considvrable symbolism,. though Taipei has been 


- less vocal in press: 


ng its case. In this country, advocates.- 


of Close US-PRC. rel ations have tended to oppose the F-X, 


while those who favo 
Gemanded that we se} 
“retrogression® - with 


r cloSe reiations with: Taiwon have 
4 Taiwan an P-x even at the cost of a 


the PRC. On the other hand, tnere is 


ecrose-the-spectrun Support for continuation of American 


(Sree sales to Taiwan 


¢ 48 a general principle. | 


The Taiwan Rel ations Act (TRA): Relevant por tions of the 


TRA stipulate that: 


“The United States will make available | 


to Taiwan such defense articles and defense services in such 
quantity as may be necessary to enable Taiwan to maintain a. 


. Sufficient S@lf-defe 


nse capability.... the President and the 


Congress shal) determine the nature and quentity.of such 


Gefense articies and 
Judgment of the neeu 
Taiwan's defense née 
Military authorities 


services based solely upon theic ; 
& Of Taiwan... Such determination of - ~~ 
ds shall include review by United States 


In practice these provisions have meant that the executive 


would engage_in nore 
arms sales to Taiwan 


al consultations with the Congress on 
- However, the Congress has .constr ued. - 


them to give it an especially important role in-najor Taiwan 


@rms sales deci gions 


this means that before 


Congressional leacer 


Fntelli ence Comnuni 
studied both the Poi 
issue. Its judgaent 


Military: There is 
aircraft in Taiwan's 
expected that Taiwan 


-_ With Congress now Out of session, —__. 


ny F-X_ decision is onnounzed key” 
S will need to be inforned. ‘ 


ty:— The Intelligence Comunity has + -— 
Atical and military aspects: of this 
5S may be summarized as follows: 


no mizitary need for an advonced fighter 
inventory now. Additionally, it is 
cuuld maintain a strong deterrent 


: throughout the_1980's by acquiring more F-SE and P-104G “yee 
aircraft which are now in its inventory. r¢£ improvements 

take place in the PRC inventory, it would be Possible in the 
latter years of the decade, to Provide improvenents to 


Taiwan's existing r- 


SEs, which would match any improvement 


. 49 capabilities on the mainland. ea 


- Political. Beijing would be certain to @owncrade relations oe 
hited States, scross~the-board, if tho U.S. were 









- WLEh. the Un 
to Sell-either of tn 
i.e. the F~-16/79: or 


© two aircraft types known os the P-X, 
tne F-5G. Beijing would also - 


precipitate some fora of similar action if the U.S." were to 


Gecide upon ant-upgraded - versi 
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P~SE Upgrade Needs f£ ully met = 
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*Any plekage for the 
accompanied by 
Taiwan 
F~104G3 
replacements of less tha 
would opt for a mix of P- 


Provision of additional 
i i everal 
tory. Given the choice 
n °F X* “Capability, it ia 
SE and used P~104G 
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SO long as 
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available to meet 


Political Effect 
(Taiwan) — ok, (PRC) 
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; Downgrades relations. 


Downgrades re lations. 


Downgrades re} ati ons 


Will continue to 

Oppose but, if care- 
fully managed by US, 
likely to ecqui esce 


likely be 


» all~weatner, F-10868 which 
years, to-replace aging 
ot aircraft 
y that Taiwan 
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